A Coat of Many Colors

Nothing Spruces Up a Boat Like a New Paint Job

fyou're anything like me,

vou probably spend quite

a hit of vour time surfing
the Web looking at boars.
I've been accused of spend-
ing an “inordinate” amount
of time doing so, but that
implies that my time would
be better spent doing some-
thing else. | can't imagine
whar that other thing would
he, ather than actually riding around in
hoats searching for fish.

During my online research sessions,
1 often see alder boats referred to in
slowing terms with caprions that shour
out, “Tatally refurbished just last year!”
But when you read the fine print, you
discover thar “refurbished” just means
new carpet and a paint joh, The 20-
year-old diesels still belch smoke and
need a rebuild, and the port transmis-
sion slips a little, but by golly, she's
shiming like a new penny.

What's really amazing is how often
that sales approach works! Mechanical
problems seem remote and esoteric o
some folls, but a dull and lifeless hull
jumps right out at vou and can kill the
sale of even a mechanically sound boat.
There's no doubr that a fresh coat of
paint can make even the most rode-hard-
and-put-away-wet charter hoar look like
she just came off the showroom oo,

If vou have a boat that needs paine-
ing, there's a lot of research to do —
painting a hoat's exterior is a compli-
cated process usually best left ro profes-
siomals, but going in armed with a bit of
knowledpe will enable vou to get the
best paint job at the best price.

The first thing you need to under-
stand is thar labor stands our as the
biggest cost involved, Preparing a boat
for painting is @ huge underraking and
technical know-how is paramount.
“When paincing a boat, the paint costs
$1 of every $10 you spend, and labor
accounts for the other $9," says David
Halcomb, vice president and general
| manager of Awlgrip North America. In
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order for a hard polyurethane
paint to dry completely
stmooth, it must be applied to
a surface that's been thor-
oughly cleaned, sanded and
faired properly.

[ learned thart lesson the
hard way many years ago. |
owned a 17-foot Hewes
Bonefisher that desperarely
needed a paine job. A painrer
friend and [ sripped the boat and went
o work sanding the hull with progres-
sively finer sandpaper. We spent three
weeks sanding and washing the hull
down with acetone until we both swore
it was as smooth as the proverhial haby's
rear end.

My buddy, who knew how to work a
spray gun, shot the hull wich Awlgrip,
and when the paint dried, the shiny

Applying marine-grade paint can be hazardous to your health — it's best to leave this

new coat looked like the calves of
an B0-year-old — covered in a web of
varicose veins. Tiny, virtually invisible
scratches and cracks sucked the hard
paint down, forming a web of unsight-
ly trails all over the hull, We had sim-
ply not sanded enough, and afrer sand-
ing off the new paint, we starced again.
The boat eventually sported a beauti-
ful, scrarch-free paint joh, but not unril
after we created a ton of extra work for
ourselves.

Marine coatings come in one-part
and two-part formulations and have a
polyurethane base. (You can apply one-
part paints right out of the can, but they
are much less durable than two-part
paints. ) Higher-end paines dry slower and
are much more technically challenging
o apply. You must add caralysts o two-
part paints to make them harden ar an

work to professionals with the knowledge and equipment to safely paint your vessel.
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